Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2007

Prepare The way-
make straight The path

.

Saturday, December 8
8:00 AM Craig Arnone -SVFD - 11th Anniversary
4:00 PM Blanche & Frank Amoroso
Sunday, December 9
8:30 AM Deceased members of the
Spignesi Family
10:30 AM Lois Schobert
Monday, December 10
7:30 AM Doris P. Britt

Wednesday, December 12

7:30 AM Russell & Mary Davis
Thursday, December 13

7:30 AM Lucy Agostino

Saturday, December 15

8:00 AM Mathew Arnone

4:00 PM Genevieve Krawczyk
Sunday, December 16

8:30 AM Al Janiszewski

10:30 AM Kay & Raymond J. Costigan
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Music Selections for Second Sunday of Advent
Processional: On Jordan’s Bank #21

Offertory: Christ Be Our Light #506

Communion: See Us, Ord, About Your Altar # 359
Post Communion: Dona Nobis Pacem #150
Recessional: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: Vs. 3 & 4
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School of Religion - CCD

Youth Group---Come Decorate the Rectory

Today, Sunday, December 9th, join us as we enjoy our
3rd annual decorating of the rectory. Come from 2-4
pm, hot cocoa and cookies will be provided. Adults who
would like to help or any general questions, call Carroll
Conway (523-8725).

10th Grade CCD Update

Our meeting this week will be the decorating of the
rectory from 2-4 today. Next week, December 16th,
regular class at 9:30 am.

High School CCD and Youth Group Thanks!

Thank you to the group who sang Christmas carols at St.
Mary's Home, we had over 30 students and parents and
covered a lot of the home with 3 groups strolling. We
received a number of compliments for our singing.
Special thanks to the parents who helped our group:
Sandy Molodetz, Kris Melley, Pat Garrity, Ramon Haflin
and Rosemarie DelPiano.

Special thanks to the over 50 who attended the teen
mass, pizza dinner and college box meeting. We
mailed 35 goodie boxes to college students from the
parish just in time to let them know we support them at
exam time. We have received a humber of thank yous
look for the pictures and letters at the Hospitality Sunday
in January and in the back of the church!

Academic excellence through the light of faith

Saint Timothy Middle School
225 King Phillip Drive
West Hartford, CT 06117

Academic excellence through the light of faith
St. Timothy Middle School is now accepting applications
for the 2008-2009 school year. If you would like an
application mailed to your home please contact us at
236-0614 any day between 8am and 3pm
For more school information please visit our website at
www.stmswh.org.

Help Needed
Single mother of disabled 9 year old girl looking for
trustworthy, patient Christian child care providers for
day, evening, and weekend positions in our home. Dept.
of Mental Retardation funding and background check.
Responsibilities include feeding, diapering, g-tube care,
learning sign language, and cleaning childs living areas.
Please call Monique at (860) 232-5180.
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Correction: Please note
Recently in your weekly offertory envelopes, there was a
Christmas folder with the schedule for Christmas
services and confessions. The West Hartford Joint
Penance Service was listed for Tuesday, December 11.
The correct date is Tuesday, December 18th at 7:30
p.m. at St. Thomas the Apostle on Farmington Ave.
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Men's Retreat

The Men'’s retreat at Holy Family Center is scheduled for
February 1st thru February 3"in 2008. It is a time for
reflecting, sharing, and relaxing at a facility that is
located close by in West Hartford. For further
information, please call Mike Conway at 523-8725.

The Knitting Ministries are receiving increased
numbers of requests for knitted and crocheted shawls.
We have been delivering our shawls to our parishioners,
local cancer centers and anyone requesting but the
demand is outpacing the supply. We encourage anyone
who does basic handwork, knitting or crocheting, to join
us in this extremely gratifying and socially fun ministry.
We can use your talents to tie fringe, shop yarn, or
provide simple social support. We will even teach you!
And remember real men knit also! We would be
delighted to talk with anyone with interest or questions
about either of the two convenient times or days -
Monday evening or Thursday morning - or keep an eye
open for the next bulletin announcement of a gathering.
You may call Jane at 242-4430 or Bertina at 233-8928.
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From the Desk of Our Pastor

In 2008, we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of St.
Timothy's parish. God has been good to us this half-
century and we wait to thank Him/Her through a year-
long celebration. The inaugural event will take place on
January 27 at 10:30 when Archbishop Henry J. Mansell
will celebrate the Mass of our patron St. Timothy. A
reception will follow.




From the Desk of our Pastoral Associate

The Second Sunday of Advent

In the gospels for the Second and Third Sundays of Advent we encounter the figure of John the Baptist, a man of
remarkable strength and conviction. His voice echoes down through the ages: Repent! The kingdom of God is at hand!
John insisted that if we are to enter into this new age of fulfillment we must leave behind the works of the old age.

For a very long time | worked with families preparing their children to receive their First Holy Communion and
Sacrament of Reconciliation. The preparation process for parents of the children was met with great joy and enthusiasm.
The process for the Sacrament of Reconciliation was not met similarly. Parents were often fearful that what they named
as a sense of “guilt” while they were growing up would be passed on to their children. To say there was a lot of resistance
to the Sacrament is an understatement. With a deeper understanding of what we were being called to as catechists (those
who pass on the faith) and as parents, the first teachers of our children, the actual reception of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, was for most, a very positive experience.

Perhaps it is language, perhaps it is our culture, but for many the word “repent” is not a message we embrace. We
seem to have lost sight that true conversion, is not simply a private affair but communal, turning away from those things
that offend not just our God, but others, ourselves and even our environment. The Sacrament of Reconciliation, offers us
the opportunity to “repent”, not by a mechanical recitation of sins but by awakening in us the extravagant love our merciful
God has for us and our need to respond to that love by living lives in harmony with God'’s desire for us. It is God’s merciful
embrace through the Body of Christ, the Church.

On this, the second Sunday of Advent, let us know ourselves as beloved of God. Let us ask ourselves what we need
to turn away from, “wake up to” to bring peace to our lives, to our town, to our world. Is it supporting dialogue between
opposing parties? s it loving and listening to the person | think is mistaken? Is it giving space to the other, to ourselves,
to struggle through the changes necessary to be “turned around?” Is it any number of things, that cause separation,
especially from knowing how very much we are loved!

Advent is a time of preparation for the celebration of the great feast of Christmas. We want to come to this celebration
with hearts that are “fully awake” to the power of God working in our lives, to a sense of leaving the old ways behind and
moving forward to build the kingdom of God.

Advent Wreath Prayer for the Second Sunday of Advent

Gracious God, Awaken us to the reality of your boundless love in sending us your only Son, and our only savior, Jesus
Christ.

Teach us that we must truly welcome one another as Christ has welcomed us, to dialogue with others in harmony, even
with those whose opinions most offend us. Show us both our need and our capacity for repentance so that we may bear
fruit worthy of our Baptism. Pour on us your divine Spirit of Wisdom and of Understanding, of Counsel and of Strength, of
Knowledge and of Fear of the Lord. Amen.

Closed Circuit TV: Occasionally, there will be times when, for some reason, you will need to leave the body of the
church. Please know that there is a closed circuit TV located in the music room of St. Timothy Middle School
on which you may continue to follow the Mass.

Lectionary Scripture Study: If you would like to have a richer experience of the Liturgy of the Word on Sunday
mornings join us for a study of the readings on Mondays at 9:00 A.M. in St. Timothy Middle School. We are in Milligan
Hall. Everyone welcome!

Becoming a Catholic: The RCIA process is the normal way that persons who have never been baptized, or who have
been baptized in another Christian tradition, become Catholic. For more information, call Pat Piano at the rectory, 232-
8594.

Attention All Artists, Authors, Creative Souls: We would like to showcase the talents of our community during the 50"
Anniversary Celebration of St. Timothy Parish. If you would like to have your work displayed, your book highlighted,
please call Pat Piano at the rectory, 232-8594 for more details.

Follow Up: In September many of us attended the town wide program entitled: Energizing the West Hartford Faith
Community. There were many suggestions for us to become more welcoming communities. There is interest in starting
the Catholics Coming Home Series that was promoted on those evenings. If you would like to be part of the process to
bring that program to reality, please call Dick Wowak, Member of the Evangelization/Stewardship Committee, 236-5201.

that if you or those around you are not feeling well, it is entirely appropriate to simply wave your hand or nod your head at
the Kiss of Peace as you offer a gesture of peace. Also, common sense dictates that we refrain from drinking from the cup
if you are not feeling well. The real presence of Christ is fully present to us in each of the sacred species. Although
preferable, it is not necessary to receive Eucharist under both forms.

St. Timothy Parish is Fifty Years Old: Our opening celebration for our Jubilee year will be on January 27. We would
like to have represented there the diversity of our parish. If you have the native dress of your country of origin and would
like to be part of this opening celebration, please call Pat Piano at the rectory.







